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An invitation to explore the vast
limestone plateau of the Causse Méjean
and the lives of its inhabitants past and
present, so closely linked to agro-
pastoralism.

Useful information

Type : Visits 

Themes : Architecture and
village, Causses and Cévennes
/ UNESCO, Water and geology 

Le Villaret: Causse Hamlet 
Causses Gorges 

 
Attribution : Le Villaret, Causse Méjean (© Olivier Prohin) 
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Description
Wind-swept short-grass prairies, flocks of sheep, limestone architecture and nature all
around you: Le Villaret is representative of the typical Causse hamlets of this
Mediterranean agro-pastoral Cultural Landscape, which was awarded Unesco World
Heritage status in 2011. The limestone architecture blending into the landscape is a
remarkable element of this hamlet. A well-preserved complex of several typical
elements has been carefully restored: bread oven, dry-stone walls surrounding the
garden, stone farmhouse, threshing-floor, etc. Here, everything is made of stone,
from the cistern for collecting rain water to the houses' vaulted ceilings which support
the roofs (also built from limestone). The hamlet bears witness to the agro-
pastoralism that has been practised on the Causse Méjean since the Neolithic. Agro-
pastoralism, which combines sedentary or transhumant livestock farming with
farming to produce winter fodder or cereals, is the main activity on these high
plateaux.
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Geographical location
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Contact

Hameau caussenard du Villaret
Le Villaret 48150 Hures-la-Parade

Renseignement Maison du Parc de
Florac
04 66 49 53 00

info@cevennes-parcnational.fr
http://www.cevennes-parcnational.fr/

Source

Parc national des
Cévennes 
http://www.cevennes-
parcnational.fr/ 

All useful information

Practical info 

 

Accessible year-round. There are explanatory panels along the route of this walk
(800 m), and a game-leaflet for the whole family is available. An exhibition open in
July and August completes your visit.
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